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Summary: When strange and seemingly unrelated events start to
happren and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-
olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an
international art scandal. First book in the series featuring art
sleuth friend Calder and Petra.

Subjects: Johannes Vermeer fiction, art fiction, mystery and
detective stories

Audience: elementary and junior high

Teachers, librarians, & caregivers,

The following pages include a scavenger hunt, answer key, and
descriptive essay to be used alongside Chasing Vermeer.

Some of you may have students complete weekly spelling and/or
vocabulary assessments. Below you’ll find 10 words directly from
the text.

Spelling/Vocabulary List

broadcaster, rectangles, unsigned, resettle, cheeriness, casement,
disliking, trespassed , decoding, warping

Most importantly, have fun and enjoy this adventurous tale from
Blue Balliett and Brett Helquist.

Your librarian,

Katelyn Martens-Rodriguez
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9. What painting By Vermeer was Petra dressed up as for Halloween?
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Chasing Vermeer Scavenger Hunt: Answer Key

1. Powe“ls, page 14
2. Petra, pa e%g

3. Petra wisies she hacl parents who were more intereste& in her ancl Ca[der wishes he had a bigger
Family s0 his parents wouldn't ask so many questions, pages 18-34

4. Picasso, palge 336

. Calliebotte's Rafny Day, pages 40-41

6. age 45

/. ﬁkombi, page b4

8. The Geo\%apher loy Johannes aka Jan Vermeer, page o/
9.A I_ac{y ritin% page 80

10. Petra, page 8

1. November b, pa%e 99
12. Fearless, page] 8
13. Leland Sl'narpe, page 147

14. Someone who had snuck in when thejanitor wasn't ]ooLing, page 160

5. haunting, page 173

16. |oo|<inE and seeing, page 207

%7 They share the same Ioirl:hday oF]Z/]z and they are both turning 12, pages 214-215

8. The First [etter o1rt|'|e First name 01(‘ each person on Calderls [ist was a pentamino, page 250

Bonus: 1877



Name: Due Date: : T
What mal(es an oloject a piece oFartz

Similar to Ms. Hussy|s assignment on page 30, you have the opportunity to determine why
something is a work of art. Ese your own thinldng to choose something rom your home or
our community that you feel is a piece of art. Then, answer at least five of the Fo”owing
questions on a separate sheet oFTined paper.

1. What media was used to create this work of art?
2. What makes this oljject S{ecia]l.2

3. Why is it p|easing to you

4, Why does this oloject deserve special recognitionz
b. What truth does this work of art show?

6. What lie is revealed through this work of art?
1. 1s anything about the work puzz]ing2 If so, what?

After you have answered the questions al)ove, write a descriptive essay about your work of
art. Remember to:

A. |nc[uc|e each oFthe Five senses in your clescription. These inc|u&e sight, souncJ, taste,
sme”, an& touch.

B. Use the dictionary to aid you in spe”ing correct|y. Correct spe”ing helps the reader focus
on the content of the essay.

C. Eclit your essay Witl’] a peer. Have your editor sign l'\is/her name on your First draFt when
edited (tlwey s]would use a colored writing utensi[ (JEFFerent than the one you use& to write the

€ssay/.

D. Ke-write tlle essay, taldng into account the thoughts O]E our ecjitor. When you're
satisﬁed, turnin t]wis slweet, your rougk draFt, and your FinJ essay.

E. Enjoy tlwejourney |




