Guided Notes for What We See When We Read by Peter Mendelsund
This is not a “normal” book, but it is a valuable book. Throughout our experience of the book, you will be engaging in the process of metacognition about reading as you are reading. “Metacognition” is the act of thinking about how your brain is doing something while you’re doing the thing. It is an excellent way to exercise your brain. For the next four weeks, we will take a journey into the inside of your head while your eyes (or ears) are taking in words. My hope is that you come away with a new understanding and appreciation of what it means to read (and write).
We begin—
Days 1&2, Ch. 1-3, p. 1-66
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Days 3&4, Ch. 4-5, p. 67-157
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
4. __________________________________________________________________________
5. __________________________________________________________________________
6. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Days 5&6, Ch. 6-8, p. 159-193
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Days 7&8, Ch. 9-11, p. 195-259
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Days 9&10, Ch. 12-14, p. 261-319
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Days 11&12, Ch. 15-16, p. 321-357
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Days 13&14, Ch. 17-19, p. 359-419
What images make ideas clearer? Include page numbers and what the image references.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important takeaways for you in these chapters?
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________
How would you summarize these chapters in 30 words or less?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Days 15&16- Discussion
Come to class with five ideas you found in the book, and we will discuss them as a group. This discussion will be your summative grade for this book.
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




